
POST-1865 AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY: 
African Americans and the Enduring Struggle for Citizenship 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PROFESSOR: Dr. Cat M. Ariail 

 

COURSE AND CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Date/Time: MWF 9:00-9:50 

Email: cat.m.ariail@gmail.com 

Office Hours: MW 10:00-11:30 or by appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

This course is a history of black people in the U.S. since emancipation. We will emphasize the 

struggles of African Americans to achieve full citizenship in the U.S., with attention to the 

social, cultural, political, and economic forces that have shaped the African American 

community. We will recognize the iconic and overlooked men and women who have led this 

struggle. We also will examine the movements and institutions that cultivated and motivated the 

ideas and ideals that inspired the enduring struggle for equality.  

 

Key questions we will seek to answer include: 

 

▪ How has the meaning of blackness been made and re-made across modern U.S. history? 

▪ How have regional, national, and international developments shaped the African 

American experience? 

▪ How have African Americans contributed to U.S. culture, influenced U.S. politics, and 

inspired U.S. society? 

▪ What lessons for engaged citizenship can we learn from the study of African American 

history? 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES: 

 

▪ Students will be able to identify selected people, developments, and themes of African 

American history in regional, national, and international contexts. 

▪ Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking by questioning assumptions about 

the past. 

▪ Students will be able to analyze primary and secondary sources using methods of 

historical inquiry. 

▪ Students will be able to conduct original historical research and form original historical 

arguments.  

▪ Students will be able to craft and write a clear and creative historical argument. 

▪ Students will be able to think historically about contemporary problems by making 

connections between course information and present-day issues. 

 

 

mailto:cat.m.ariail@gmail.com
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COURSE MATERIALS: 

 

Students should purchase, rent, or borrow the book they choose to review for the book review 

assignment. Otherwise, all readings and other materials will be posted to the course page on 

Blackboard. 

 

GRADING: 

 

▪ Participation: 15%  

▪ Mid-Term Exam: 15% 

▪ Book Review: 15% 

▪ Film Review: 15% 

▪ Primary Source Paper Project: 20% 

▪ Final Exam: 20% 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE: 

 

Students must complete all assigned readings before class on Friday. 

 

Week One: 

 

The Freed People 

▪ Key Question: 

➢ Was Reconstruction a success or failure? 

▪ Read: 

➢ Frederick Douglass, “Reconstruction,” The Atlantic, 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1866/12/reconstruction/304561/ 

➢ Jessica Marie Johnson, “Yet Lives and Fights”: Riots, Resistance, and 

Reconstruction, Black Perspectives, http://www.aaihs.org/yet-lives-and-fights-

riots-resistance-and-reconstruction/ 

➢ Eric Foner, “Why Reconstruction Matters,” The New York Times, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/29/opinion/sunday/why-reconstruction-

matters.html 

➢ Aaaron Neber, “Reading Black Reconstruction Today,” Public Seminar, 

http://www.publicseminar.org/2017/04/reading-black-reconstruction-

today/#.WetZv0yZPEY 

➢  

▪ Listen: 

➢ “The Arc is a Long One,” BackStory, http://backstoryradio.org/shows/a-more-

perfect-union 

 

Week Two: 

 

The New Slaves 

▪ Key Question: 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1866/12/reconstruction/304561/
http://www.aaihs.org/yet-lives-and-fights-riots-resistance-and-reconstruction/
http://www.aaihs.org/yet-lives-and-fights-riots-resistance-and-reconstruction/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/29/opinion/sunday/why-reconstruction-matters.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/29/opinion/sunday/why-reconstruction-matters.html
http://www.publicseminar.org/2017/04/reading-black-reconstruction-today/#.WetZv0yZPEY
http://www.publicseminar.org/2017/04/reading-black-reconstruction-today/#.WetZv0yZPEY
http://backstoryradio.org/shows/a-more-perfect-union
http://backstoryradio.org/shows/a-more-perfect-union
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➢ At the turn of the twentieth-century, did the South re-create slavery or establish 

something different? 

▪ Read: 

➢ Excerpt from Tera Hunter, To ‘Joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women’s Lives 

and Labors After the Civil War 

➢ Excerpt from Charles W. Chestnutt, The Marrow of Tradition 

 

Week Three: 

 

The Talented-Tenth 

▪ Key Question: 

➢ What were the ideologies of the educated, middle-class black elite and how did 

their ideas influence the expectations for African Americans? 

▪ Read:  

➢ Booker T. Washington, “The Atlanta Compromise Speech,” 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/39/ 

➢ Excerpt from Al Tony Gilmore, Bad N****r!: The National Impact of Jack 

Johnson 

➢ Excerpt from Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, Righteous Discontent: The Women’s 

Movement in Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920 

 

Week Four: 

 

The Migrants 

▪ Key Question: 

➢ How did African Americans navigate the challenges and experience the 

opportunities of migration in the early decades of the early decades of the 20th 

century? 

▪ Readings:  

➢ Excerpt from Isabel Wilkerson, The Warmth of Other Suns 

▪ Watch and View: 

➢ Jacob Lawrence: The Migration Series, Phillips Collection, 

http://lawrencemigration.phillipscollection.org 

 

Week Five: 

 

The New Negroes 

▪ Key Question: 

➢ What was the foundation and driving force of the New Negro Movement? 

▪ Readings:  

➢ Elizabeth West, “How WWI Sparked an Artistic Movement That Transformed 

Black America,” JStor Daily, https://daily.jstor.org/how-wwi-sparked-an-artistic-

movement-that-transformed-black-america/ 

➢ Morgan Jerkins, “The Forgotten Work of Jesse Redmon Fauset, The New Yorker, 

https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/the-forgotten-work-of-jessie-

redmon-fauset 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/39/
http://lawrencemigration.phillipscollection.org/
https://daily.jstor.org/how-wwi-sparked-an-artistic-movement-that-transformed-black-america/
https://daily.jstor.org/how-wwi-sparked-an-artistic-movement-that-transformed-black-america/
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/the-forgotten-work-of-jessie-redmon-fauset
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/the-forgotten-work-of-jessie-redmon-fauset
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➢ Keisha N. Blain and Shannon King, “Community Politics and Grassroots 

Activism During the 1920s: An Interview with Shannon King,” Public Books, 

http://www.publicbooks.org/community-politics-and-grassroots-activism-during-

the-1920san-interview-with-shannon-king/ 

➢ Rob Ruck, “The East West Classic: Black America’s Baseball Fiesta,” in 

Separate Games: African American Sport Behind the Walls of Segregation 

▪ Watch: 

➢ “Harlem Renaissance, 1930s Rare Footage of Aaron Douglas, Augusta Savage, 

Richmond Barthe,” YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-ymorD1W3I 

 

 

Week Six: 

MIDTERM ON MONDAY 

The Resilient  

▪ Key Question: 

➢ Does music or sport better symbolize the African American experience? 

▪ Readings:  

➢ Claudia Roth Pierpont, “A Raised Voice: How Nina Simone Turned the 

Movement into Music,” The New Yorker, 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/08/11/raised-voice 

➢ Cindy Himes Gissendanner, “African American Women Olympians: The Impact 

of Race, Gender, and Class Ideologies,” Research Quarterly for Exercise and 

Sport 67, no. 2 (June 1996): 172-182. 

▪ Watch: 

➢ “Nina Simone: Four Women,” YouTube, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgoRc3GoXo8 

➢ “Wilma Rudolph,” YouTube, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4C5l11QnEQ&t=169s 

▪ Listen: 

➢ “Their Golden Years: Alice Coachman,” The New York Times, 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/22/sports/olympics/olympians-1948-

london-photos.html#/#cover 

 

Week Seven: 

 

The Patriots 

▪ Key Question: 

➢ How did World War II and the Cold War motivate and influence the movement 

for civil rights? 

▪ Readings: 

➢ A. Phillip Randolph, “The Call to Negro America to March on Washington,” 

http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/archive/resources/documents/ch30_02.

htm 

➢ Excerpt from Mary Dudziak, Cold War, Civil Rights 

 

BOOK REVIEW DUE WEDNESDAY 

http://www.publicbooks.org/community-politics-and-grassroots-activism-during-the-1920san-interview-with-shannon-king/
http://www.publicbooks.org/community-politics-and-grassroots-activism-during-the-1920san-interview-with-shannon-king/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-ymorD1W3I
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/08/11/raised-voice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgoRc3GoXo8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4C5l11QnEQ&t=169s
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/22/sports/olympics/olympians-1948-london-photos.html#/
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/22/sports/olympics/olympians-1948-london-photos.html#/
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/archive/resources/documents/ch30_02.htm
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/archive/resources/documents/ch30_02.htm
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BOOK REVIEW DISSCUSIONS ON FRIDAY 

Week Eight: 

 

The Dreamers 

▪ Key Question: 

➢ How did African Americans understand and seek the promise of the American 

Dream? 

▪ Readings: 

➢ Martin Luther King Jr., “Letter From a Birmingham Jail,” The Atlantic, 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/04/martin-luther-kings-letter-

from-birmingham-jail/274668/ 

➢ Excerpt from Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi 

▪ Watch: 

➢ “Rep. John Lewis’s Speech at March on Washington,” YouTube, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFs1eTsokJg 

➢ “Fannie Lou Hamer’s Powerful Testimony – Freedom Summer,” 

AmericanExperiencePBS, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07PwNVCZCcY 

 

Week Nine: 

 

The Militants 

▪ Key Question: How did ideas about gender influence the increasing militancy of the 

movement for black freedom? 

▪ Readings: 

➢ James Baldwin, “Letter From A Region in My Mind,” The New Yorker, 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1962/11/17/letter-from-a-region-in-my-

mind 

➢ Excerpt from Harry Edwards, The Revolt of the Black Athlete  

▪ Watch: 

➢ “1966 Throwback: Stokley Carmichael on CBS ‘Face the Nation,’” YouTube, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3WTOEybll8 

➢ “Why is Jesus White? – Muhammad Ali,” YouTube, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxB9M2u8T9Y 

➢ “Angela Davis – Interview 1972 – Talking About Revolution,” YouTube, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuBqyBE1Ppw 

 

Week Ten: 

 

The Hip-Hop Generation 

▪ Key Question: 

➢ What does the popularity and visibility of black rap artists and athletes suggest 

about the African American struggle for equality? 

▪  Readings: 

➢ Excerpt from Robin D.G. Kelly, Race Rebels: Culture, Politics, and the Black 

Working Class 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/04/martin-luther-kings-letter-from-birmingham-jail/274668/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/04/martin-luther-kings-letter-from-birmingham-jail/274668/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFs1eTsokJg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07PwNVCZCcY
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1962/11/17/letter-from-a-region-in-my-mind
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1962/11/17/letter-from-a-region-in-my-mind
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3WTOEybll
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxB9M2u8T9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuBqyBE1Ppw
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➢ Mary G. McDonald, “Michael Jordan’s Family Values: Marketing, Meaning, and 

Post-Regan America,” Sociology of Sport Journal 23 (1996): 344-365. 

 

FILM REVIEW DUE WEDNESDAY 

DISCUSSION OF FILMS ON FRIDAY 

Week Eleven: 

 

The New Radicals 

▪ Key Question: 

o How has history informed the contemporary movement for Black Lives?  

▪ Read: 

o Salamishah Tillet, “Free Is and Free Ain’t,” Public Books, 

http://www.publicbooks.org/free-is-and-free-aint/ 

o Jelani Cobb, “The Matter of Black Lives,” The New Yorker, 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/03/14/where-is-black-lives-matter-

headed 

o Ta-Nehisi Coates, “Letter to My Son,” The Atlantic, 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/tanehisi-coates-between-

the-world-and-me/397619/ 

o Rembert Brown, “Colin Kaepernick Has a Job,” Bleacher Report, 

http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2732670-colin-kaepernick-anthem-race-in-

america 

▪ Listen: 

o “Obama’s Legacy: Diss-ent or Diss-respect?,” CodeSwitch 

  

Week Twelve: 

 

Presentation and Discussion of Primary Source Projects 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE PROJECT DUE 

 

FINAL EXAM IS ________ 

 

ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

Participation:  

 

Participation requirements include both in-class and online participation. In-class participation 

involves more than attendance; students also should be an engaged listeners and willing 

contributor during class discussions. Students should complete all readings by Friday’s class 

period, when we will engage in small-group and/or class-wide discussions about that week’s 

lectures and readings.  

 

Each week, the professor also will post key questions on the class blog. Students are responsible 

for responding to the questions each week during the semester. Responses must be posted before 

class on Friday. Students should incorporate knowledge gained from the assigned readings in 

http://www.publicbooks.org/free-is-and-free-aint/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/03/14/where-is-black-lives-matter-headed
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/03/14/where-is-black-lives-matter-headed
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/tanehisi-coates-between-the-world-and-me/397619/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/tanehisi-coates-between-the-world-and-me/397619/
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2732670-colin-kaepernick-anthem-race-in-america
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2732670-colin-kaepernick-anthem-race-in-america
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their responses. Thinking critically about the blog questions will also prepare students for 

Friday’s discussions. 

 

Mid-Term Exam: 

 

Students will be a given a series of primary source documents that they will analyze and evaluate 

using knowledge gained through class periods and readings from the first five weeks of the 

semester. 

 

Book and Film Reviews: 

 

Students will complete both a book and film review. For at least one review, students must write 

a traditional review of 850-1,000 words. The review will be evaluated for content, as well as 

writing clarity and style. For the other review, students may experiment with different review 

formats. Students can produce a video, podcast, or other-multimedia-based review. Students are 

encouraged to discuss with the professor other ideas they have for an alternative review format. 

Alternative reviews likewise should clearly convey ideas and analysis. Students can choose to 

complete two traditional written reviews of 850-1,000 words.  

 

Book Review: 

 

Students will select one of the following biographies of an often-overlooked African American 

historical figure. Students not only should consider whether or not their selected historical figure 

belongs in the popular canon of more celebrated African American icons, but why their figure 

has not been included in the popular canon. Students should consider how the historical moment 

in which their figure lived has influenced their place in historical memory. Students also should 

consider how ideologies of gender, sexuality, nation, class, and age influenced their figure’s 

standing in their historical moment and in historical memory.  

 

Reviews are due on the Wednesday of Week Seven. After all reviews are submitted, the 

professor with post the reviews to the class blog. Students are responsible for reading 2 reviews 

of the books they did not review. For each of review they read, students should post a comment, 

sharing something they learned and a lingering question. In class on the Friday of Week Seven, 

we will engage in small-group discussions about these historical figures in order to interrogate 

the popular conception of African American history.   

 

▪ Negro with a Hat: The Rise and Fall of Marcus Garvey, Colin Grant 

▪ Paul Robeson: A Biography, Martin Duberman 

▪ “If You Were Only White”: The Life of Leroy “Satchel” Paige, Donald Spivey 

▪ Lost Prophet: The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin, John D’Emilio 

▪ Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement, Barbara Ransby 

▪ Jane Crow: The Life of Pauli Murray, Rosalind Rosenberg 
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Film Review:  

 

Students should choose one of the following films based on Civil Rights-era African American 

history to review. In their review, students should critically evaluate the film for historical 

accuracy. Questions students should consider as they evaluate the film include - What is the 

historical perspective of the film?  What message does the film aim to communicate to its 

audience? What is missing from the film? How does the film contribute to popular historical 

knowledge about the struggle of African Americans to secure full citizenship? Does the film 

challenge or perpetuate popular misconceptions about African American history? Reviews will 

be evaluated for the historical understanding and thinking students demonstrate in their criticism 

of the film. 

 

Reviews are due on the Monday of Week Ten. In class on the Friday of Week Ten, we will 

engage in a class-wide discussion about the strengths and shortcomings of these films in order to 

consider whether popular films encourage or discourage critical understandings of the 

contributions and experiences of African Americans.   

 

▪ 42 (2013) 

▪ Fences (2016) 

▪ Marshall (2017) 

▪ The Help (2011) 

▪ Selma (2015) 

▪ Hidden Figures (2016) 

 

Primary Source Project:  

 

Students will conduct primary source research about the African American experience. Students 

should select two of the themes and one of the time periods listed below. Then, using the library 

database, students should find 10 documents that provide information about their selected themes 

and their selected historical moment. Students should analyze the information in the documents, 

contextualizing them with information learned in class in order to craft an argument about 

African American experiences, traditions, struggles, or successes. Students will then present their 

analysis through a digital media format of their choice, such as a blog post, video, podcast, 

Tumblr, HistoryPin, Prezi, wiki, or other format of their choice. Students should creatively 

incorporate their documents and their analysis in their presentation. The professor will provide a 

demo and share examples in order to prepare students to complete the assignment successfully.  

Students will share their analysis and presentation during the final week of class. Students’ 

projects are due on the final day of class. 

 

Themes: gender, sexuality, capitalism, politics, protest, poverty, housing, employment, 

education, environmentalism, athletics, art, music 

 

Time Periods: 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 1980s 
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Final Exam: 

 

The final exam will be essay-based, featuring a broad set of questions that will allow students to 

demonstrate the knowledge they have gained over the course of the semester. 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY: 

 

This course has no formal attendance policy. However, please recognize that 15% of the final 

grade is based on participation. Missing classes will negatively affect a student’s participation 

grade. Missing class also will result in the student missing material that is expected to be 

addressed on the mid-term and final. It is the student’s responsibility to determine how many 

class periods they can miss and still achieve their desired grade. 

 

TECHNOLOGY POLICY: 

 

Students are permitted to take notes on their computers. However, phones and headphones 

should be put away. Use of phone or improper use of computer will adversely affect a student’s 

participation grade. If the professor repeatedly recognizes a student using their smart phone 

and/or headphones, they can expect an email from the professor and a subsequent meeting. 

 

LATE WORK POLICY: 

 

No late work will be accepted unless the student has administration-approved documentation that 

explains the emergency or extenuating circumstances.  

 

GRADE DISPUTE POLICY: 

 

If a student is dissatisfied with their grade, they should write a grade dispute proposal 

(approximately 1 paragraph; 5-7 sentences) that details and specifies their complaints or 

confusion. Students should take the time to carefully and clearly explain their contention. The 

student should email their grade dispute proposal to the instructor. The instructor then will 

contact the student to schedule a meeting to discuss the complaints and concerns. Only grade 

dispute proposals received within 2 weeks of the date the assignment is returned will be 

considered. 

 

EMAIL POLICY: 

 

Feel free to email the instructor with any questions, comments, or concerns about assignments or 

other class matters. All emails will be answered within 24 hours. However, per FERPA, matters 

related to grades cannot be discussed over email. 

 

ADDRESS: 

 

Please the inform the professor of your preferred name, pronoun, and/or other form of address. 

 

 


